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Anti-coal protesters start new hunger
strlke demandlng end to tw_o _prolects

GOVERNMENT HOUSE
PROTEST SUPPOSED
TO CONTINUE UNTIL

OFFICIALS CAPITULATE

AND CANCEL PLANS

PRATCH RUJIVANAROM
THE NATION

TWO GROUPS of protesters started
ahungerstrikeyesterday, with activists
saying theywould not eat until the gov-
ernment permanently cancels coal-
fired power plants in the South.
Thirty-three activists from Save
Andaman from Coal and the Network
of Songkhla-Pattani Residents Against
Coal-Fired Power Plants began the
hunger strike in front of the UN head-
quarters in Bangkok, demanding the
government permanently cancel the
proposed Krabi and Thepa projects
" Prasitchai Nu-nuan, a prominent
hunger striker, said protesters had
pledgedtofight coal-fired power plant
projects by putting their lives on the

" line and would sit at UN headquarters

subsisting only on water in an act
reflectingthe “highestlevel of civil dis-
obedience”.

Thegroup beganin 2012 their pub-
lic opposition to the coal-fired plants.
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Pmte;t:rsstage ahunger strikein front of the UN headquarters in Bangkok yesterday to demand the revocation of coal-fired power plant projects in the South and raise
the their it

In subsequent years, the groups
“have tried every campaign tactic to
urge the government not to build
harmful coal-fired power plants in
Krabi and Songkhla’s Thepa district,
but the government never really lis-
tened to us”, Prasitchai said. “We have

no choice but to sacrifice our liv'Es.to
protect our beloved home.” '

He said he was sure that others
would join the hunger strike and would
not stop until the government com-
plied with the groups’ demands.

The groups also appealed to the
international community to pay atten-
tion to Thailand’s plans to construct

new coal-fired power plants, as burn-
ing coal created environmental -
impacts on a global scale by intensify-
ing climate change.

InJuly 2015, Prasitchaiand anoth-
er Krabi coal-fired power plant pro-
tester, Akradej Chakjinda, staged a
hunger strike in front of the Tourism
and Sports Ministry to demand the

government stop the Krabi coal-fired
plant.

They ended the hunger strike on
the 14th day after Prime Minister |
General Prayut Chan-o-cha agreed to
form a three-party joint committee to
determine the fate of the project.

However, discussions between the
Energy Ministry, National Legislative
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Assembly, academics and local people.
onthejoint committeefailed toendthe
conflict, leading to another big protest
against the Krabi plant in Bangkok in
October 2016.

The conflict has continued as the
groups have tried other approaches to
persuadethegovernmenttostop plans
to produce power by burning coal.




